
New Student 
Orientation
Student and Family Information



Student Life at 
Nebraska Wesleyan

• Athletics
• Career Center

• Counseling Services
• Belonging

• Gender-based Violence 
Prevention

• Residential Education

• Student Health Services
• Student Integrity

• Student Engagement
• University Ministries

Erin Hoffman

Vice President for Student Life
ehoffma5@nebrwesleyan.edu

Candice Howell

Associate Dean for Student Success
chowell@nebrwesleyan.edu

mailto:ehoffma5@nebrwesleyan.edu
mailto:chowell@nebrwesleyan.edu


Transitions
• For your student: greater independence and solution-

seeking.
• For you: encouraging your student’s personal growth, 

adapting to a new role.
• For NWU: each student adds to our community.



Access the 
Admitted Student Webpage

Enrollment Steps



The Archway 
Curriculum and 
Academic Advising
CJ Venable, PhD
Director of Academic Advising
cvenable@nebrwesleyan.edu 

mailto:cvenable@nebrwesleyan.edu


Understanding the Archway 
Curriculum
•Distinctive features:
o Integrative
o Scaffolding of skill instruction
o Overlap with majors
o Experiential learning

•Starts with the Archway Seminar



• Majors: most are 35-70 credit hours
• Archway Curriculum: 39-47 credit 

hours
• Remaining hours can be filled with 

second majors, minors, study abroad, 
electives, etc.

120 is the Magic Number



We develop 
skills 
employers 
want!



Advising for Every Student, 
Every Semester
•Archway seminar/summer advisor
•Major advisor
•Advising each semester to check in, find 

resources, and prepare a plan for the next 
term
•New first-year students can officially declare 

a major as early as January



Thinking Ahead: 
Tips to help your residential & commuting 

student at NWU

Candice Howell
Associate Dean for Student Success

Jen Dyson
Director of Residential Education



Commuter Logistics

Housing Portal 

Submit your Commuter 

Housing Exemption Request



Success Tips
• On campus dining

• Consider on-campus work 
study

• Scheduling the day

• Attending Prairie Wolves 
Welcome
• August 19 – 23, 2026

• Getting Involved 
(Involvement Fair – 2nd 
Wednesday of the semester)



Residential Education Coordinators (REC)
• Live-in professionals
• Supervise facilities and student staff
• Ensure that student development and learning goals are met

Peer Assistants (PA)
• Returning students that are connected to each floor
• Focus on connections
• Make referrals to resources
• Provide social & educational programming
• Communicate campus information

Our Team



First Year Students Living on Campus
Traditional-style residence halls designed to create strong 
connections

Johnson – Pioneer – Centennial

Living at Home
With parent/guardian within 30 miles – residency exemption 
required

Greek Housing
Students can move into Greek housing their 2nd year

Residential Opportunities



Housing Request Forms: Due June 15
• Complete Fall 2026 housing application (admit term: 26/fa)
• Roommates:

• If known, create a ”roommate group” in the housing portal
• Most students will be paired with a roommate based on preferences in 

their application
• Some single rooms available in Centennial

Housing Placement Email: by July 4
Room assignment, roommate, and move-in information

Move-In Day: August 19th from 8am-noon
Exceptions for some athletic teams, and students who live 300+ miles

Important Dates 



Amenities
Kitchen, Laundry, Computer Lab/Printing, Lounges, Vending, WIFI, 
Safety Features

In-Room Furniture
Bed, Desk, Chair, Closet, Dresser

Microwaves/Fridges
• MicroChills for rent
• Personal fridges (one per room, <5 cubic ft.)
• No personal microwaves

Residence Halls

What to Bring + Link to 

MicroChill rental



University CARE team:
• Associate Dean for Student Success
• Assistant Dean for Student Success and Career 

Development
• Director of Residential Education
• Director of Counseling Center
• Director of Accessibility Services
• Director of Academic Advising
• Director of the Cooper Center for Academic Resources

Student Support Services



Summer Contacts:
Candice Howell, Associate Dean for Student Success

Chowell@nebrwesleyan.edu

Jen Dyson, Director of Residential Education
Res-ed@nebrwesleyan.edu

(402) 465-2161 Residential Education Office Number

mailto:Chowell@nebrwesleyan.edu
mailto:Res-ed@nebrwesleyan.edu
mailto:Res-ed@nebrwesleyan.edu
mailto:Res-ed@nebrwesleyan.edu


Student Health

Karri Ahlschwede, RN, BSN
Director of Student Health



• Allergy and medication injections
• Physicals
• Strep, COVID, and Influenza testing
• STI testing and reproductive health
• Treatment for minor illness & injury
• Referrals
• TB testing

Student Health offers:



• NWU requires 2 MMR vaccines, as well as 1 meningitis 
vaccine AFTER age 16.

• Enter dates and upload immunization records to Student 
Health Portal

• Complete the Medical History Form
• These forms help us ensure a healthy & safe campus for 

all student and staff!

Medical History & Immunization Forms



• Find the link to the Medical History & Immunization forms 
on the Student Health Services link on NWU homepage or:

• (insert link)
• Questions or concerns? Contact Student Health at 

402.465.2375 or studenthealth@nebrwesleyan.edu
• Summer office hours are limited. Please allow time for us 

to respond.

mailto:studenthealth@nebrwesleyan.edu


• ALL students must complete the Medical History & 
Immunization forms, even if they already completed 
forms for Athletics. 

• Don’t wait to ensure you/your student has all required 
immunizations. If you need an updated meningitis 
vaccine, this is the perfect time to get that completed.

Important Reminders:



Student Accessibility 
Services
Michael Cruce, Ph.D.

Office of Student Accessibility 
Mcruce@nebrwesleyan.edu



Student Disability Accommodations

• Academic Accommodations

• Housing Accommodations

• Meal Plan Accommodations

• Short-Term Accommodations



Our Process is Easy!
• Accessibility Webpage

• I will email to schedule an intake

• Provide Documentation

• Renew each Semester-
Academics



Important Reminders!

• Access barriers versus success

• Responsibility belongs to student

• Professors provide most academic accommodations



Financial Aid
Tom Ochsner
Office of Scholarships and Financial Aid



Financial Aid Office - Staff
Smith-Curtis 207 – West Side of Great Hall

Tom Ochsner – Director

Kerri Olson– Asst. Director

Chris Moore – Fin. Aid Counselor   

financialaid@nebrwesleyan.edu

(402) 465-2167



NWU Academic Scholarships
Merit-based scholarships and grants will be renewed 
each year.  In general, there is no GPA requirement for 
renewal, other than making Satisfactory Academic 
Progress.

If a cumulative GPA is required for renewal, it should be on 
the financial aid award letter.

Grades will be reviewed at end of spring semester.



Need-based grants and scholarships:
Must complete the FAFSA and continue to have “financial 
need” in order to receive.

Students must be enrolled full-time (12 or more credit 
hours) each semester in order to receive NWU financial aid 
(scholarships and grants).

Other NWU Aid



Last year, first-year students brought in about $360,000 in outside 
scholarships.

We will credit the student’s account once we actually receive the 
check.  We can include it as pending financial aid if you supply the 
Financial Aid Office a copy of the scholarship notice that indicates 
the donor and amount.

If we need to write to the donor to help your son/daughter get their 
outside scholarship, please give us the contact information.

Outside Scholarships



The scholarship will be automatically split 1/2 to each 
semester.  If the donor does not have any restrictions, you 
can request us to put the entire amount on one semester if 
you wish.

If the check is made payable to Nebraska Wesleyan, it must 
run through our office and be credited to the student’s 
account.

Outside Scholarships



Need a Master Promissory Note and Entrance Counseling to 
be completed on https://studentaid.gov/.  

First disbursement will be credited to the student’s account 
by the second week of school.

A notice of when the funds are applied to their student 
account will be sent by the Business Office via email.

Federal Direct Loans



Interest rate for 2026-27 loans was recently set at 6.52%.

The government does assess a loan fee of 1.057%.

Federal Direct Loans



Information about this financing option is available on our 
website at 
https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/admissions/financial-aid-
office/parents-loan-undergraduate-students-plus.

Can borrow up to the Cost of Attendance less Financial Aid, but 
there is now a $20,000 per year maximum and a $65,000 total 
aggregate loan limit towards the student’s undergraduate 
degree.

This is a credit worthy loan.

Federal Direct PLUS Loans



On the application you will be asked how you want a credit 
balance (overpayment) situation handled.

For 2025-26, we processed around $2.2 million dollars for 
about 135 students.

Interest rate for 2026-27 will be 9.07%
Loan fee is 4.228%.

Federal Direct PLUS Loans



We do not have a Preferred Lender List, but we do provide a 
historical list of lenders used by our students and parents 
over the past three academic years on our website at 
https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/admissions/financial-aid-
office/private-education-loans-students-and-parents

On this page is a link to a 3rd-Party application called 
“FastChoice” which you can use to compare most of the 
lenders included in the historical list.

Private Education Loans
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Student Employment
Employ about 300 students/year
Students will be able to see and apply for jobs through the 

Handshake application 
(https://nebrwesleyan.joinhandshake.com)

Paid last business day of the month by Direct Deposit to 
checking/savings account

Other Common Questions

https://nebrwesleyan.joinhandshake.com


FAFSA

• Web site: www.studentaid.gov
• 2027-28 FAFSA will be available  October 1, 2026



Change in family income by:
▪ Death of a spouse;
▪ Divorce/Separation;
▪ Loss of job or change in salary

Remember to let us know...



Managing Costs
Ben Dahl    
402-465-2183
Business Office (Smith-Curtis Room 202)



Give 3rd party 
access (mom 
and/or dad)







Parent logging into Self-
Service – select your 

student, not yourself ☺



Parent logging into Self-
Service – select your 

student, not yourself ☺



Parent logging into Self-
Service – select your 

student, not yourself ☺



What is available for 
parents to view…if your 
student has given you 

permission



Paying tuition - Continued



Paying tuition - Continued



Paying tuition - Continued



Nelnet Monthly Payment Plan



Nelnet Monthly Payment 
Plan-Continued



Nelnet Monthly Payment Plan-
Continued



Nelnet Monthly Payment Plan-Continued



Nelnet Monthly Payment Plan-
Continued



Parent Login to Nelnet – Cont’d



Nelnet Payment Plan – Student needs to sign you up cont’d



Parent login to Nelnet



Parent Login to Nelnet – Cont’d



Parent Login to Nelnet – Cont’d



Parent Login to Nelnet – Cont’d



Parent Login to Nelnet – Cont’d



Parent Login to Nelnet – Cont’d



Parent Login to Nelnet – Cont’d



Parent Login to Nelnet – Cont’d



Parent Login to Nelnet – Cont’d



Parent Login to Nelnet – Cont’d



Parent Login to Nelnet – Cont’d



Parent Login to Nelnet – Cont’d



Parent Login to Nelnet – Cont’d



Parent Login to Nelnet – Cont’d



Center for Student 
Engagement & Belonging

Fall 2026



Welcome
What is the Center for Student Engagement & Belonging?

The coordinating office for student organizations, campus activities, and 
Greek life.

•

Where is the CSEB Office?
The office is in the lower level of the Roy Story Student Center, at the bottom 

of the stairwell.
•

When can you visit?

Monday through Friday from 9:00-5:00



Meet the Team

Derrick Gulley Jr.

Director of Student Engagement 

Email: dgulley@nebrwesleyan.edu

Alex Munson

Assistant Director of Student Engagement

Email: emunson@nebrwesleyan.edu



Student Organizations
Involvement opportunities include:

○Student organizations and academic/department clubs
○NWU athletics
○Intramural Sports
○Vocal and instrument groups
○Service-learning activities
○Campus employment
○Campus leadership
○Campus programs and events



WEB
Wesleyan’s Entertainment Board (WEB) 
helps produce programs for students to 
engage in. They host several events 
throughout the school year that are 
entirely free for students!

Examples:

Late-Night Breakfast

Craft Events

Hypnotist

Field Day



Greek Life
Opportunities within a sorority or fraternity:

• Make life-long connections!

• Participate in events fundraising and supporting local/national 
communities.

• Socials and formals in cooperation with other campus chapters.





August 19
8:00am – 12:00pm – Residence Hall Move-in
1:00 – 3:00pm – Commuter Student Information
2:00– 4:00pm – Parent and Family Information
4:00pm – Matriculation and First Walk
5:30pm – Welcome Dinner for Students

August 20-23
Required programming for all new students. Connections, 
resources, and fun!

Prairie Wolves Welcome 





See you in August!
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